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A wiser course would be to adopt what the Japanese call teishisel; low posture.” Washington
and Tokyo should engage in a deliberate reconsideration of the entire range of issues raised by
the security treaty. If there are strong strategic arguments for keeping the U.S. Marines in
Okinawa, they should be aired publicly so that the Japanese people can decide if they are

persuasive. The matter of the Futenma base is only a small part of the equation.

The U.S. government should respect Japan’s desire to reduce the U.S. military presence on its
territory, as it has respected the same desire on the part of Germany, South Korea, and the
Philippines. It should be willing to renegotiate the agreement that governs the presence of U.S.
troops in Japan, which to some is redolent of nineteenth-century assertions of extraterritoriality.

It should be aware that, at the end of the day, Japanese voters will determine the future
course of the alliance. Above all, U.S. negotiators should start with the premise that the
security treaty with Japan, important as it is , is only part of a larger partnership between two
of the world's greatest democracies and economies. Washington stands to gain far more by
working with Tokyo on the environment, health issues, human rights the nonproliferation of

nuclear weapons, and counterterrorism.

In return for the removal of some U.S. troops and bases from its territory, the Japanese
government should make far larger contributions to mutual security and global peace. It
should explicitly state that it has the right to engage in operations of collective self-defense.
Tokyo would be foolish to establish a community of East Asian nations without U.S.
participation. It needs to work with Washington in the six-party talks on how to denuclearize
the Korean Peninsula. The Japanese government should also stop protecting its uncompetitive
agricultural sector and join in a free-trade agreement with the United States, an idea that has

been kicking around for two decades and that the DPJ endorsed in its election manifesto.

Finally, in a grand symbolic gesture, President Obama and Prime Minister Hatoyama should
visit Hiroshima together after the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation conference in Japan next

fall and should issue a resounding call to end the manufacture and spread of nuclear weapons, a
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cause close to the hearts of both men. Then, they should visit Pearl Harbor and declare that no
such attack should ever be carried out again. Such gestures could help finally soothe the
wounds of war and cement U.S. - Japanese relations for decades to come.
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